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Please amend the claims as follows: 



1. \ (Amended) A system for recording at least one message associated with a prepaid 
telephonesjalling card, comprising: 

a data Storage system [for storing] configured to store data corresponding to the 
prepaid telephone calling card and [the] related to [a] an audio message service associated 
with the prepaid telephohe calling card; and 

a prepaid telephone casing card gpcessiiig system coupled to said data storage 
system and configured to: 

iephoi^jietwork, to record the at least one message 



receive a reques t, over a i 




during a service setup call [over a telephoife nfe{work] a [and 

initiate the recording of the Meast ohe J 4<5cause the] message [to be recorded] 
during [said] the service setup call A 

receive audio data associated with the prepaid telephone calling card, 
record the audio data in the at least one audio message, i 
suspend the recording of the at least one message when the received audio 
data indicates a prescribed period of silence . 
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5. (Amended) Th?§ysteQ^accor(Jifig ^o claiiifc 1, wherein said prepaid telephone calling 
card processing system [causes the] initiateHhg/gxording of the at least one message [to be 
recorded] within said data storage system in ^ccordan^b ^hh^card identifier corresponding 
to the prepaid telephone calling card. 
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7. (Amended) The~systenr^e6ordjg^!o clain) 1, further comprising a voice response 
system coupled to said prepaid calling catd processing systenTandT^mfiguisd^o prompt a 
caller to record the at least one message vt^tleas^ne voice prompt during said service^ 
setup call over [said] the telephone networ 



\ ft (Amended) A method for recording at least one message associated with a prepaid 
telephone calling card, comprising [the steps of]: 

storing data corresponding to the prepaid telephone calling card and the at least one 
message; 

receivin g, over a telephone network, [a request to record the message] a prepaid 
telephone calling card access code during a service setup call; [over a telephone network; 
and] 

determining, based on the received access code, whether the prepaid telephone calling 



card comprises a first type of card; 

if the prepaid telephone calling card comprises the first type of card, initiating the 
recording of the at least one [causing the] message [to be recorded] during [said] the service 
setup call [and the message to be played back during an access call related to use of the 
prepaid telephone calling card] ; and 

- if the prepaid telephone calling card does not comprise the first type of card, directing 
a caller associated with the service setup call to call a first telephone number . 
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t \2^ (Amended) The method according to clainv^f wherein [said causing step further 
comprises the step of recording] the at least one message is recorded in accordance with a 
card identifier corresponding to the prepaid telephone calling card. 

+3: (Amended) The method according to claim-9", [wherein the] further comprising: 
[message stored during said causing step is to be played back] automatically playing back the 
at least one message during an access call related to the prepaid telephone calling card. 
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(Amended) The system according to claim 17, wherein said prepaid telephone calling 
card ^ocessing system [causes said message to be played back] initiates the play back of the 
at least onkvmessage in accordance with a card identifier corresponding to the prepaid 
telephone, calling card. 



23. (Amended) Tfte system according to claim 17, further comprising a voice data storage 
facility coupled to said prepaid telephone calling card processing system and to said data 
storage system, [and] the voice data storage facility operative to allow [said] the at least one 
message to be played back in accordance with a carp identifier corresponding to the prepaid 
telephone calling card. 



24. (Amended) The system according to^flaim 17, further comprising a voice response 
system coupled to the prepaid calling pro processing system, the voice response system 
[and] configured to prompt a caller vfith at lqast^e voice prompt related to the [automatic] 
playback of [said] the at least one message during [skid] the access call. 



25. (Amended) A method for facilitating the use of a prepaid telephone calling card, 
comprising [the steps of]: 

storing data corresponding to the prepaid telephone callin&card; 

receiving at least one audio message affiliated with [and to atl^ast one message 
related to] the prepaid telephone calling card; 
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receivin g call access request^ [to automatically play said message stored in relation 




to the prepaid telephone c 
telephone calling card, over a 



access call] associated with the prepaid 
d 



automatically initiating plavbackfof the [casing said] at least one audio message [to 



be played during said access call] resp 



ss^request . 




27. (Amended) Tl 



SI 



accordifigio claim 25, wherein [said causing step causes said 




message to be played back] the pla 



corresponding to the prepaid teleph 



iated in accordance with a card identifier 



Please add the following claims: 

A method for facilitating the use of a prepaid telephone calling card, comprising: 
receiving a call access request, associated with the prepaid telephone calling card, 
over a telephone network; 

determining if the prepaid telephone calling card is an audio message type calling 

card; 

initiating playback of the at least one audio message affiliated with the prepaid 
telephone calling card if the prepaid telephone calling card comprises an audio message type 
calling card; and 

initiating a call in response to the call access request if the prepaid telephone calling 
card does not comprise an audio message type calling card. 
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A method for facilitating the use of a prepaid telephone calling card, comprising: 
receiving a call access request, associated with the prepaid telephone calling card, 
over a telephone network; 

determining if at least one audio message affiliated with the prepaid telephone calling 
card has previously been stored; 

initiating playback of the at least one audio message if the at least one audio message 
has previously been stored; and 

initiating playback of an audio message unaffiliated with the prepaid telephone 
calling card if the at least one audio message has not previously been stored. 



A system for facilitating the use of a prepaid telephone calling card, comprising: 
a data storage system configured to store data corresponding to the prepaid telephone 
calling card and to store at least one message related to the prepaid telephone calling card; 
and 

a prepaid telephone calling card processing system coupled to said data storage 

system and configured to: 

receive a request to play the at least one message stored in relation to the 

prepaid telephone calling card during an access call over a telephone network, 

initiate the playback of the at least one message during the access call, 
determine a number of times the at least one message has been played back, 

and 

delete the at least one message from the data storage system responsive to the 
determination of the number of times the at least one message has been played back. 



U.S. Patent Application No. 09/321,387 
Attorney's Docket No. RIC-97-123 



1 



. A method for recording purchase preferences of an individual associated with a 
prepaid telephone calling card, comprising: 

receiving, over a telephone network, an access code associated with the prepaid 
telephone calling card; 

requesting purchase preference information of the individual; 
receiving audio data related to the purchase preference information; and 
recording the audio data as an audio message for playback during an access call 
related to the use of the prepaid telephone calling card. 

LP 

A method relating to the purchase preferences of an individual associated with a 
prepaid telephone calling card, comprising: 

storing data corresponding to the prepaid telephone calling card and at least one audio 
message related to purchase preferences of the individual associated with the prepaid 
telephone calling card; 

receiving, over a telephone network, a request to play the at least one audio message 
during an access call; and 

initiating playback of the at least one audio message during the access call.-- 



REMARKS 



Applicants respectfully request that the application be reconsidered in view of the 
above amendments and the following remarks. The specification has been amended to 
improve form. Claims 14-16 have be en canceled; claims 1, 5, 7, 9, 12, 13, 17, 22-25 and 27 
have been amended; and claims 28-32 have been added herewith. Claims 1-13 and 17-32 are 
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